REFORMS	675
The heavy industries suffered in much the same way as
agriculture. Britain had been the first country in which the
Industrial Revolution had developed, and up to this stage she
had kept the advantage of this flying start. For thirty or forty
years her goods had almost a monopoly in the world's market,
especially in the supply of coal and steel. British manufacturers
had invested huge sums in establishing mines and factories in
order to profit by this demand. But this state of things could
not last for ever. Other countries—especially Germany and the
United States—were now developing their own resources, and
in the 'nineties they began to compete with it in the markets
of the world.
§ 352. the end qflaissez faire—When Lord Salisbury made
his famous remark, " We are all Socialists now," there were very
few professed Socialists in Parliament. What he meant was that
in the last thirty years of the nineteenth century public men had
come to believe that the Government has a right and a duty to
interfere in the lives of people for their own good. The gospel
of Laissez Faire (§ 350) was dying out. Until the First Reform
Bill (1832) the main business of Parliament was to control the
government of the country ; it rarely tried to devise laws to do
good to people. Even after 1832 many badly needed reforms,
such as the Factory Act and Municipal Reform, had to be
forced through Parliament almost against its will; and two
terrible outbreaks of cholera were required to convince the
rulers that a Board of Health ought to be set up to encourage
the provision of pure water and efficient drains.
After the Second Reform Bill (1867) had given the vote to
the artisan class, politicians had to win the support of a much
greater number of voters, by promising to do things for them.
Gladstone's ministry of 1868-74 provided them with schools,
for instance. But Gladstone himself was never really interested
in social reform, whereas his rival had made it part of his
political creed (N222). Modern social legislation really began
with the reforms passed during Disraeli's ministry of 1874-80,

